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Welcome to the Stephen Freeman's Family Connection newsletter; a place to celebrate our
teaching, learning and wider school communi§eeping you informed, every week.
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Message from the Headteacher






Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils,

This week, our school community gathered to observe Remembrancedaganingful time
to pause and reflect on the sacrifices made by those who served to protect the peace and
freedom we enjoy today. Our pupils approached this solemn occasion with great respect,
demonstrating thoughtfulness and empathy as they learned about the importance of
remembrance.

This reflection naturally led me to consider the many other things we have to be grateful for. In
recognising the courage and selflessness of others, we are reminded of the everyday blessings
in our own lives our families, friends, colleagues and the supportive community that surrounds
us.

As we move through November, may we continue to find moments to express our appreciation
and to model gratitude to our childrerhelping them see that thankfulness and kindness go
hand in hand.

Mrs Lewis



Helpful Reminders

Reception 2026 Applications
Key dates when applying for infant or primary schools:
w 4th November 2025 Applications open
w 15th January 2026 Closing date for applications
w 16th April 2026- National offer day
w 30th April 2026- Closing date to respond to offers made

Apply for a school place | Oxfordshire County Council

Reporting Absences

Every morning (before 9:00am) every day of your child's absence, please inform the school
office by calling 01235 814718 and leaving a message on our absence line (option 2).


https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/schools/apply-school-place

Please ensure that you clearly state your child's name, class and the reason for absence. Thank
you.

Medical Appointments

Please arrange medical and dentistry appointments out of school hours whenever possible. If
your child does need to be absent during the school day for an appointment, please report this
to the main school office.

Attendance Matters

NDANCE
MATTERS

This week, our congratulations go to:
South Africa 98.4%

Argentina 98.3%

United Kingdom 97.7%

Madagascar 97.3%

India 97%

All of these classes rolled the Attendarmgoly dice this week because their collective
attendance was above our school target of 97%

Our whole school attendance to date is 95.6% 60% of our children are at the whole school
target of 97% attendance. Well done everyone!



Lateness

We expect children to arrive at school between 8:40am and 8:45am with children settled and
ready to learn by 8:50am. It is very important that the children arrive to school on time so that:

w They take part in all of the learning opportunities for the day with complete focus and
without interruption from late arrivals.

w Teachers can teach the best possible lessons with complete focus and without
interruption from late arrivals.

w The child's attendance figure is not affected.

w Should your child be late, they should go to the school office in order to be registered.

Please remember, if you are worried about your child's attendance at school, please reach out
to one of our Inclusion Team members for advice. They can be contacted via
reception.2594@stephefreeman.oxon.sch.uk



Minutes late per day Equivalent of missing
5 minutes 3.4 school days a year
10 minutes 6.9 school days
15 minutes 10.3 school days
20 minutes 13.8 school days
30 minutes 20.7 school days

Stars of the Week

This week, our learning skill was EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATOR. It was wonderful to be able to
share the occasion with some of the children's parents in assembly too.

Well done to Roman, Neela, Layla, Cathu, Evie, Luke, Betsy, Cameron, Leiland, Imogen, Charlie
and William.

We are all very proud of you and your excellent communication skills you have displayed in
school and wider community.

Highlights of the Week

Our highlights this week are based on our commemoration of Remembrance Day. Across the
school, children have been designing and making poppies, our Year 6 children were selling
poppies and other merchandise for the British Legion and all of our children took part in the 2
minutes silence on 11th November at 11am.

Mrs Lewis, Mrs Gee and Mrs Lyford were privileged to participate in the Remembrance Day
Parade in Didcot on Sunday. We were joined by a wonderful group of Stephen Freeman pupils
and parents as we marched towards the cenotaph. This year, Holly and Aria placed the Stephen
Freeman poppy wreath at the memorial, adorned with the words " With love and pride, we
remember your sacrifice.”















WE WILL
REMEM




Children In Need






A big thank you from Pudsey and Stephen Freeman School to all the pupils and staff that came
in wearing something spotty to raise awareness and donations for Children In Need!

What a fantastic picture drawn by Emilio in Nepal class!

Governor Vacancies
Are you passionate about education and eager to make a difference in youR dultabol?

Do you want to make a real differengavorking with the headteacher to optimise teaching,
wellbeing and community engagement through effective support and challenge?

Stephen Primary School is looking for dedicated parents to join our local governing body. We
have one vacancy for a Parent Governor. This is a unique opportunity to contribute to the
strategic direction of our school and ensure the best possible outcomes for all our pupils.
Stephen Freeman Primary School values diversity and inclusion and encourages applications
from all backgrounds.

If you are interested in applying for this rewarding opportunity please arrange to speak with Mrs
Lewis or one of our current governors. Or alternatively, please contact Claire Picken, Clerk to the
Governors, orcpicken@ridgewayeducation.corihe deadline for applications is 3pm on Friday
21st November.

Parent Governor Advert

Parent Govenor Letter & Nomination Form



mailto:cpicken@ridgewayeducation.com
https://www.stephenfreemanprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Parent-Governor-Advert-.pdf
https://www.stephenfreemanprimary.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Parent-Governor-Letter-Nomination-Form.pdf

Staff Vacancies

—

We are currently recruiting for the following vacancies within the Trust:
w Teaching Assistant Maternity Cover (DGS)
w School Caretaker (Hagbourne Church of England Primary School)
w Teacher (Sutton Courtenay Primary School)
w Teaching Assistant (Sutton Courtenay Primary School)

For further details and how to apply, please clieke.


https://www.didcotgirls.oxon.sch.uk/5068/staff-vacancies-1

PTA News
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Christmas
# Raffle

Christmas Raffle Donations

Do you have any unused gifts that you would like to donate to the PTA Christmas raffle? Items
needed for example are bubble bath, gift sets and in date food items. Please could these be
popped into the box by the PTA postbox by 3:30pm on Friday 5th December. Thank you for any
kind donations!



School Lunch Menu






